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graduates of the Rangoon Medical School, or of similar in-
stitutions in India, who received the certificate or diploma of
a Licensed Medical Practitioner, and ordinarily joined the
government service with the rank of sub-assistant surgeon.
The work done in the Rangoon Medical School is somewhat
similar to that of a recognized medical college, but it is
not preceded by the standard preparatory training. In 1937
there were 1,521 on the official medical registry. Undoubtedly
there were many others practicing medicine in the country, but
the 1,521 probably included all but a few of those with proper
qualifications.
The government medical staff in 1939 consisted of 22
members of the Indian Medical Service, 2 members of the
Indian Medical Department, 101 assistant surgeons, 370 sub-
assistant surgeons, 48 honorary graduates or licentiates, 636
nurses, 139 midwivcs, and 326 compounders. Most of these
were employed in the 315 hospitals.
Nursing is a profession for which Burmans have ordinarily
had little respect, and most of the nurses have been Karens and
other non-TJurmans. There has been a chronic shortage of
trained nurses. Many hospitals engage Catholic sisters of
varying degrees of previous training". There have been very
few private nurses, even in the larger towns. Two govern-
ment hospitals, both in Rangoon, and two American Baptist
Mission hospitals, one at Motilmein and the other at Namkham,
gave nurses* training through the medium of English. In addi-
tion, an Anglican Mission hospital at Mandalay provided nurses'
training in the vernacular.
Only ten dentists were listed in the Medical Register, and
all ten practiced in Rangoon, Moulmein, and Maymyo. There
are, of course, many unregistered dentists, many of whom
learned their trade by watching and assisting some other den-
tist for a few months. Many dentists were Japanese, later
accused of espionage.
THE JAPANESE ERA
The Japanese appear to have appreciated the value of medi-
cal and public health work, and to have done about as well as